
 

Dream of Things 
Books – DVDs – Gifts 

 
Some men see things as they are and ask, “Why?” 

I dream of things that never were and ask, “Why not?” 
– George Bernard Shaw 

SM 



Welcome to Dream of Things 
Hello Friends! 

One of the things that makes dreamofthings.com different 

from other websites is that YOU define your experience.  

If you are a booklover, we will do our best to provide you with 

interesting books and gift ideas, so visit often to see what's 

new.  

If you are a writer, we will also do our best to provide you with 

opportunities to publish your work. Check the Workshop page 

on dreamofthings.com for a current list of projects.  

Some of the people who come to the workshop will be writers, 

photographers and other types of artists. But most of the 

people will just be people who have a good story to tell –  

and we all have good stories!  

I hope you'll stop by from time to time to share a story or to 

see what other people have to say. In the meantime, I'll drop 

you a line now and then to let you know what's going on. Until 

then, dream on! 

Mike O’Mary 

founding dreamer 

Dream of Things 

 

 

  

Free Shipping on Orders of $25 or More! 

Purchases over $25 automatically receive FREE SHIPPING via USPS Priority Mail on 

domestic U.S. orders! (Shipping on orders under $25 is only $2.75!) 

The Origins of  

“Hello Friends” 

In addition to wanting to 

give you a warm greeting 

each time you hear from me, 

I start each newsletter with 

"Hello Friends!" as a tribute 

to Professor William Brady, 

who taught Shakespeare, 

Renaissance literature and 

modern fiction at Knox 

College for 32 years.   

One of the things Professor 

Brady was known for was 

the way he entered a room. 

Whether it was a formal 

occasion, a classroom or a 

casual social event, he 

always entered with a 

booming, "Hello Friends!" 

We always looked forward 

to those words and to his 

good company. I use "Hello 

Friends!" to honor the 

memory of Professor Brady. 

To me, those words are 

among the warmest in the 

English language. 



Books 

The Note by Mike O’Mary 

Hardback, 88 pages with 30 photos, 6.75″ x 6.75″) 

The Note is the perfect gift for family, friends, 
clients, employees — or for yourself! It’s a book 
about the power of appreciation, and how a 
simple note can change a person’s life. 

The first half of the book tells the true story of a 
note of appreciation that the author received 
from his little sister, thanking him for a kindness 
he had performed years before. He had all but 
forgotten about the event, but his sister’s note 
brought back powerful memories and healed 
years of doubt. The story behind that note will 
break your heart, but by the time you finish 
reading, your heart will be mended and filled 
with warmth.  

The second half of the book focuses on the importance of showing 
appreciation — including the reasons (i.e., ―excuses‖) that people don’t 
always take time to write thank you notes, and the many benefits of 
showing appreciation. The book also includes step-by-step advice on 
―Writing a Heartfelt Note‖ and examples of moving notes, all of which 
combine to make the act of writing a note easier and less-intimidating for 
adults who have gotten out of the habit of saying ―thank you‖ with a note, 
and for young people who are just learning to share their feelings in writing.  

The powerful and ultimately uplifting message of The Note is that a simple 
note of appreciation can change a person’s life and create positive feelings 
that ripple outwards and touch an ever-expanding circle of people–
including all who read this book. Purchase a copy for someone you care 
about today! 



Quality paperback, 144 
pages, 5.5” x 8.5” 

$9.95 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wise Men and Other Stories is a 

collection of holiday-related essays 

from Mike O’Mary. According to 

author Stephen Parish, ―O’Mary has 

a gift for simple, frank exposition of 

life’s most poignant moments.‖ In 

Wise Men and Other Stories, 

O’Mary shares that gift with all of 

us. Over the years, O’Mary has 

developed a cult following for his 

writings about the holidays. Many of 

these essays were previously 

published in the Sunday magazines 

of the Chicago Tribune, Denver 

Post, Rocky Mountain News,  

Baltimore Sun, Cleveland Plain Dealer and Detroit Free Press, and in 

Catholic Digest. 

 

Others were featured as part of WNIJ — Northern Illinois Public Radio’s 

contribution to National Public Radio’s Morning Edition program. Enjoy 

this priceless collection of humorous and thoughtful stories this holiday 

season — and for many holiday seasons to come. 

Wise Men and Other Stories 

by Mike O’Mary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Format: Hardcover gift book 

110 pages, 6.75″ square 

Wise Men and Other Stories is a 

collection of holiday-related essays from 

Mike O’Mary. According to author 

Stephen Parish, ―O’Mary has a gift for 

simple, frank exposition of life’s most 

poignant moments.‖ In Wise Men and 

Other Stories, O’Mary shares that gift 

with all of us. Over the years, O’Mary 

has developed a cult following for his 

writings about the holidays. Many of 

these essays were previously published 

in the Sunday magazines of the Chicago 

Tribune, Denver Post, Rocky Mountain 

News, Baltimore Sun, Cleveland Plain 

Dealer and Detroit Free Press, and in 

Catholic Digest.  

Michael McMillan’s Pink Bat will turn your thinking upside down and get 

you and your team seeing problems as opportunities. Maybe you think 

this idea seems impossible, but you’re about to discover: ―Pink Bat 

Thinking‖ makes the impossible possible. 

 

Pink Bat by Michael McMillan 

Pink Bat by Michael McMillan  

 

Everywhere you look today 

there are problems. Turn on 

your TV or computer—pick up a 

magazine or paper—and what 

do you see? Problems! Talk to 

your spouse, co-workers, family 

members or friends, and within 

minutes someone will bring up a 

problem… or two or three. 

Problems permeate the 

workplace, too—new products, 

old products, customer service, 

health care, retirement plans, 

sales, marketing, budgets, IT, 

personnel— the list of problems 

we confront each day is vast. 

Pink Bat…Turning Problems Into Solutions is a must-read for everyone 

who lives in the world of business, or is a part of any organization. In 

fact, I predict that once you read it, you’ll want everyone in your 

company to do the same. 

 



Paper Airplane makes a perfect gift for people of all ages—students, 

friends, business associates and employees. It’s great for meetings, 

conventions, employee birthdays or anniversaries, or use to celebrate 

a milestone, say thank you, or as a ―leave behind‖ for salespeople. 

 

Paper Airplane is a wonderful gift to spark imagination, to encourage 

people to believe in their ideas, and to build a culture of innovation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Format: Hardcover gift book 

72 pages, 8″ square 

Once you read this book you’ll 

never think the same way. Paper 

Airplane will open your eyes to the 

wonders of creativity, innovation 

and positive change. This is a 

thought-provoking story about 

vision, courage and a sixth grader’s 

unique response to a class project. 

The subtitle says it all… A Lesson 

for Flying Outside the Box. This 

book provides valuable insights on 

creative thinking, questioning the 

norm, and taking action to 

transform problems into new 

opportunities. 

 

Paper Airplane by Michael McMillan 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is your team operating at peak performance? This book is the litmus test. By 

applying these principles used by the Blue Angels, your team will reach new 

levels of success. Whether it’s business, sports or education—regardless of 

what kind of team you’re on— this book raises the bar and inspires you to 

reach it. 

 

The Power of Teamwork  
by Michael McMillan and Scott Beare 

¶ The ultimate book on teamwork by the 

ultimate team. 

¶ You will be amazed by the results of 

applying Blue Angels teamwork principles 

to your team or business. 

¶ Great stories, quotes, and incredible 

photography make every page an 

inspiration. 

¶ Reinforces 11 key principles and captures 

the essence of teamwork in a dramatic 

and unforgettable way. 

¶ Makes a perfect gift and is ideal for 

conferences, corporate events or 

teambuilding functions. It will get your 

team performing at new levels. 

 

The Power of Teamwork is a great book for anyone involved with 

teamwork—and that’s everyone! This book will connect with you and your 

team and serve as a catalyst to truly grasp the power of teamwork. Play this 

movie at your next team meeting and give a copy to each member to drive 

home the message. 

Format: Hardcover gift book 

76 pages, 6.75″ square 



This inspirational story is about a young bagger with Down syndrome who 

delivered unmatched customer service—it came from his heart. By putting his 

personal signature on the job, Johnny changed the grocery store’s culture—and 

the bottom line. Johnny’s lesson inspired a customer service movement that has 

spread like wildfire. Since its release, more than 10 million people have watched 

and been touched by the DVD inspired by this book. In addition, best-selling 

author Ken Blanchard shares his insight and ten inspirational stories about 

customer service. 

 

This book is excellent for any business or organization wanting to reshape its 

culture around serving the customer. The book was created by award-winning 

designer Michael McMillan and has quickly become a customer-service classic. 

This book makes a great gift and will create ―customer enthusiasm‖ throughout 

your organization. 

 

 

¶ Discover why truly extraordinary customer service 

comes from the heart. 

¶ Learn the keys to delivering exceptional customer 

service. 

¶ Empower and inspire employees to put their 

personal signature on the job and create great 

customer service. 

 

The Simple Truths of Service will motivate your 

employees to take personal responsibility for 

creating positive, memorable experiences for 

customers. The keys outlined in this book will help 

generate customer loyalty, improve employee 

retention, and strengthen team morale. 

The Simple Truths of Service  
by Ken Blanchard and Barbara Glanz 

 

Hardcover gift book: 80 pages, 

6.75″ square 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all have ―races‖ we run and sometimes stumble along the way. Read this 

moving poem of a boy and his will to keep running his race even after he 

falls. Read and re-read every time you need that reminder to get up and 

finish your race. 

 

The Race  
by D.H. Groberg 

¶ An unforgettable book that aims straight 

for the heart. 

¶ Share this inspirational story of 

perseverance with your family, co-

workers and teammates. 

¶ A powerful message that connects with all 

ages. 

 

Presenting one of life’s greatest lessons in 

a way that you’ll never forget, this 

wonderful book tells the heart-warming 

story of a boy struggling against failure. As 

he runs, he remembers his father’s 

powerful words of encouragement. And, 

like the advice that urges the boy toward 

the finish line, this book offers a moving 

message that can help each of us run the 

―race of life.‖ 

 

 

Format: Hardcover gift book 

64 pages, 6.75″ square 



Having some nice cards on hand makes it that much easier to pick up a pen and 

write a short note of appreciation or a simple ―thank you‖ for a gift or kindness. 

These unique, premium-quality ―thank you‖ cards are a wonderful way to show 

your appreciation to clients, employees, family and friends. Each card features an 

inspiring quote and beautiful design printed on high-quality 13 Pt. Recycled Matte 

Cover paper and folded to 6‖ x 4.25‖. Cards are blank inside. Envelopes included. 

 

Card 1: ―No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.‖ – Aesop 

Card 2: ―You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.‖ – 

C.S. Lewis 

Card 3: ―Gratitude is the memory of the heart.‖ – Italian Proverb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You Cards 
 

Set of 3 (1 of each card): $3.95    Set of 12 (4 of each card): 

$8.95 



 

 

Each beautiful photo comes in a 

5‖x7‖ black lacquer oak frame with 

an inspiring quote. The ―Gratitude 

Bestows Reverence‖ print features a 

sunset in the Smoky Mountains and 

this quote from poet John Milton: 

―Gratitude bestows reverence, 

allowing us to encounter everyday 

epiphanies…those transcendent 

moments of awe that change forever 

how we experience life and the 

world.‖ 

 

Inspirings™ Print: “Funds of Love” 

Pink Bat by Michael McMillan  

 

Framed Print: $9.95 Unframed 

Print: $3.95 

Each beautiful photo comes in a 

black lacquer 5‖x7‖ oak frame with 

an inspiring quote. The ―Funds of 

Love‖ print features a photograph by 

Kathy Hayevsky of sunbeams over 

the waves of Puerto Rico and this 

insightful and moving quote from 

Mother Theresa: ―Let us more and 

more insist on raising funds of love, 

of kindness, of understanding, of 

peace. The rest will be given.‖ 

 

Framed Print: $9.95 Unframed 

Print: $3.95 

Inspirings™ Print:  
“Gratitude Bestows Reverence” 

 

 

Pink Bat by Michael McMillan  

 



 

 

 

Each beautiful photo comes in a 

black lacquer 5‖x7‖ oak frame with 

an inspiring quote. ―Roots of 

Goodness‖ features a photograph of 

cherry blossoms by Kathy Hayevsky 

and this teaching from the Dalai 

Lama: ―The roots of all goodness lie 

in the soil of appreciation for 

goodness.‖ 

 

Inspirings™ Print: “Improve the World” 

 

Pink Bat by Michael McMillan  

 

Framed Print: $9.95 Unframed 

Print: $3.95 

Each beautiful photo comes in a 

black lacquer 5‖x7‖ oak frame with 

an inspiring quote. ―Improve the 

World‖ features a photograph from 

Chicago’s Garfield Park 

Conservatory by Kathy Hayevsky 

and the inspiring words of Anne 

Frank: ―How wonderful it is that 

nobody need wait a single moment 

before starting to improve the world.‖ 

 

Inspirings™ Print: “Roots of Goodness” 

 Reverence” 

 

Pink Bat by Michael McMillan 

 

Framed Print: $9.95 Unframed 

Print: $3.95 


